





Maama zamaanha jaayya. Vlom is coming

jaayya ba9ed Swayya.
jaayba lu9ab whajaat.
jaayba m9aaha Santa.
fitha wazza wbatta.
bitquul waq waq waaq.
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she is coming after a while
Brings dolls and goods
yhe brings with her a bag
n it are a goose and a duck
,ays waaq waaq waaq.
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I love this part. Faces start to deform. Eyes close shightly as if to examine more
closely. Mouths take on the shape of fifty different expressions. And finally, "Well |
think..." So why the hell did you not think in the first place?! I will tall you why.
Because that damn dictionary already helped to form your experience therefore m-'.-l
allowing you to experience them for yourselves.

To me as the spectator Art is a feeling. It is not a bunch of grammatically correct
phrases that provide a description. Please, when you look at art do not look to find
as many components of it as possible to match the dictionary definition. Rather. look
to your own heart and soul to tell you what it is. As clear as what night and day are,
S0 0o 18 1t clear that there cannot be one definition of art. Is it sound or red or green
or a bowl of molded apples? Well. to me...But then, that's just me.

It you are ever asked to attend an art show or a symphony or a performance, please
[ beg you in the name of artists all over the world. simply go. Do not take with vou
dictionaries or past experiences or expectations. Take with you an open mind, a .l ull
heart and a content soul. No artist could ask of you any more. Make your own
expertences and reach your own definitions. As for that dictionary, at times undeniably
a helptul friend, when it comes to art leave it at home. And when the time comes fi ;r
you to teach about art, simply show and stand quietly by while the irgin soul of the
student takes in and discards what it may.

What 1t means is not the issue. How it feels is.
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"Art: n.1. Human effort to imitate, supplement, alter, or counteract the work of
nature.

2. The conscious production or arrangement of sounds, colors. forms. movements.

or other elements in a manner that affects the sense of beauty; specifically, the

production of the beautiful in a graphic or plastic medium."

You have got to be joking! This is how a person who has no idea what art is will
understand it to mean according to the holy book of definitions: The Dictionary. How
a person who has a clear and innocent mind will open this book and with complete
faith that there 1s no possibility of it being wrong will perceive art to be. Some
technical and precise meaning with exact borders and distinct lines marking place of
start and the fimish line.

However, any person who has ever experienced art, and [ say experienced because
true art 1s not seen or heard or felt or criticized, but experienced, will tell you this
defmition 1s simply ridiculous.

In the first place, how can one person or a group of people for that matter, define art
to the rest of the entire world? How is it possible that a group of individuals who did
not even create the language can take three letters and make them so precise”

Thank God I am not an artist because let me tell you, if every person wondering in
off the street came up to me and said is this your "...conscious production or arrangement
of sounds, colors. forms, movements, or other elements in a manner that affects the
sense of beauty; specifically, the production of the beautiful m a graphic or plastic
medium?”, T would simply be forced to break some paint brushes out of exasperation.
And we all know an artist can afford to keep breaking pant brushes or the next thing
you know he/she is painting with their fingers or toes or nose. But in all honesty, that
is what I would do.

By nature I am not a violent person. I am peaceful and feel only disgust for people
who go around yelling and screaming and breaking brushes. But I must admit, if 1t
was my life's love being defined in such cold terms in some dictionary, I would be
slightly upset. It is precisely this type of definition that evokes those questions often
asked of artists: "What does it mean?"”, "Is this your idea of beauty?”, "What does it
represent?”, and my personal favorite, "Do you consider this art?”. T can’t even
understand how "art’ can possibly be defined in a dictionary. According to this definition,
very few paintings hung in my home are art, and in fact I have simply been deceived
into purchasing paint on canvas in a frame. I mean,"in a manner that atfects the sense
of beauty, specifically, the production of the beautiful in a graphic or plastic medium.”
Get real. Who among us can say beyond any argument what beauty 1s? Who among
us can prove that ten people chosen randomly off the street will in fact agree on what
beauty is”? If each and every person has his/her version of what beauty is then which
beauty is art and which is not? So this guy [ once knew was a big hit in the art world.
| mean you could buy an endless supply of Bamba from five centimeters of one of
his paintings. He is a legend. The word "Wow!" always follows his name. and yet |
say, huh?! This is beauty. Sorry. This won't be hanging in any room | have to sit .
There you have it. 1, simple opinionated person, find this guy to be unacceptable.
Does that mean. even with the endless supply of Bamba, that what he did is not art?

How can art be defined in a dictionary? This is an insult to art and artists everywhere.
"Human effort to imitate, supplement, alter or counteract the work of nature.” Oh

my stars

| have a sister. She is an artist. Can I define this term to you? Absolutely not. I would
not even attempt to. The result of her being an artist is art. Can I explam this to you?
Can I take her works one by one and make them clear to you? No. This 1s the whole
point. To me, and this is only to me, art is an experienc €. I can share my experience
with you but | mosi u‘L’li;Ii!ll} cannot make YOu expericnee my expenence I cannot
make YOu S¢C teel. hear or enjoy my experience. [t 1s al 1 my own.

She is always asked. my sister the artist, about the mezaning ol her work. "Excuse
me", she is asked past present and future, "but what deoes this mean” What are you
trying to say?" Brave soul that she is answers "1 do not sovant to tell you what I meant,

I1I‘

but rather [ want to hear what you mean. What do you thisak”? What 1s your experience’






